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New CENTCOM Commander Offers 
Insights to NPS Students
By MC1 Lewis Hunsaker
Army Gen. Joseph L. Votel, Commander, U. S. Central Command 
(CENTCOM) addresses students, faculty and staff during a guest lecture in 
Ingersoll Hall, April 8. Votel talked about his objectives and concerns in the 
CENTCOM Area of Operations.
"Thank you for the opportunity to talk all of you today," said Votel. "NPS is 
one of our standout organizations that pushes ideas, and encourages us to 
think differently about our profession."
As the new CENTCOM commander, Votel talked about his three big priorities 
… gain a broad understanding of the area; continue to build, establish and 
nourish relationships; and ensure the headquarters is responsive and agile to 
all components and Joint Task Forces. 
"After 15 years of continued combat operations in this area, which most of you 
have participated in at some time or another, CENTCOM continues to play an 
important role in commanding and directing a multitude of operations at the 
crossroads of three geostrategic continental divides," he said. 
"This area is now at its most unstable state in decades. Ongoing political 
transitions, civil war, ethno sectarian and an expanding global terrorism 
movement make this region susceptible to prolonged, long term turmoil and 
instability," Votel added.
During the discussion Votel also answered various questions from students 
and staff that ranged from NATO to continuity, and even unconventional 
warfare.
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"We are in need of cutting edge, innovative and creative thinkers," said Vital. 
"Thanks to all the faculty and staff here; keep pushing these students because 
we need them."
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